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When Experience Becomes Power
The Story of Sawa for Development and lts Fight
for Women's Rights
Sawa for Development, where Nawal Mdallaly shared real stories from Lebanon,
stories of projects designed to protect women, empower them politically, and
ensure that refugee children receive essential education. She spoke about advocacy
campaigns pushing to amend laws that still shape women's daily lives. Through her
words, a long struggle emerged against a political and social system that often
leaves women out of key decision-making spaces. Nawal highlighted how the lack
of legal protection and the weight of social norms continue to limit the political
roles women can access.

A Right Gained, Yet a
Dream Delaved

| egal and social
challenges
silently shape women's
political participation

Civil society continues to address the role of religious courts, unfair electoral laws,
and societal norms that assign gender roles with rigid caution. These organizations
believe thatAchieving fair political participation for women requires deep legal
reform, cultural transformation, and legislation that protects women from political
violence.

From Syria to Iraq

One Reality, Many Faces

In Syria, the absence of a national plan to implement Resolution 1325 leaves
women without structured support. In other areas, women's participation remains
symbolic rather than substantive. Yet in lIraq, encouraging signs emerged, with

women's movements achieving measurable progress despite heavy cultural and
political challenges.
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