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OUR HERSTORY

A group of 8 women who are
lawyers, activists, academics
and journalists came together
to address issues faced by
Muslim women at the Syariah
courts. 

The group formally registered
themselves as SIS Forum MALAYSIA.
SIS became a global leading voice in
challenging laws and policies that
are discriminatory to women and
other minorities. 

1987 1990The group wrote its first
letter to the editor and
signed off as Sisters in
Islam.

1993
SIS Founding members with the late Tan Sri Napsiah Omar, Minister for National Unity and Social Development

 



CONTEXT OF 1980s (RISE OF POLITICAL ISLAM)

Discrimination against women in law and practice.
Muslim Family Law, Syariah Criminal Offences Laws,
Hudud law

Trajectory of law reform towards increased
discrimination

Women’s demands for law reform, for equality and
justice seen as going against God.



1. Discrimination against religious minorities - Syiah, Ahmadiyyah

2. Conversion of indigenous peoples to Islam

3. Limitations on the rights of children relating to personal matters
governed by Islamic law

4. Discrimination against persons to convert from Islam

5. Prohibitions on the use of the word "Allah" by non-Muslims

6. Criminalisation and prosecution of proselytism among Muslims; 

7. Relationship with freedom of expression and the crime of sedition.

IMPACT ON SOCIETY



8. Changes in terms of tolerance towards transgender
communities and later LGBTIQ persons and communities

9. Incidents of body-snatching of converts upon their death 

10.  Enforcement of the Syariah Criminal Offences Laws (SCOA)

11. The existence of institutions to rehabilitate wayward Muslims
for the myriad of vague SCOA offences

12. The demonisation of liberalism and pluralism --> fatwa
against SIS

IMPACT ON SOCIETY



MAIN AREAS OF CONTESTATION
Jurisdictional disputes affecting the adjudication of matters relating to
religion and belief – between civil courts, which apply federal and state laws,
and Syariah courts, which apply Islamic laws. 

Exacerbated by a lack of clarity in existing jurisprudence and law about this
dual jurisdictional regime, the scope of matters heard by Syariah courts has
expanded, resulting in diminished access to civil remedies. 

Despite the protections offered by the Constitution, legal safeguards to protect
the rights of Muslims in respect of personal and family matters remain
inadequate, and there is little protection for persons who wish to change their
religion. 

This situation has had a particularly detrimental impact on already at-risk
populations, such as religious minorities and children.



Unilateral conversion of children whose parent converted to Islam
IMPACT ON GENDER EQUALITY

The Federal Court examined these three questions of law:
 

1. Whether the civil courts have exclusive jurisdiction and
inherent jurisdiction to review the actions of a public
authority (e.g. Registrar of Muallafs)?

Short answer: Yes.

About the Federal Constitution’s Article 121(1A)

Article 121(1A) says civil courts shall have no jurisdiction in
respect of any matter within the jurisdiction
of the Shariah courts

The core question: Does Article 121(1A) grant exclusive
jurisdiction to Shariah court in all
matters of Islamic law, including those relating to judicial
review?

Short answer: No.



Unilateral conversion of children whose parent converted to Islam

IMPACT ON GENDER EQUALITY

2. Whether a child from a non-Muslim marriage must
comply with legal requirements in  state laws before the
Registrar of Muallafs can register the conversion to Islam.
 
(In Indira's case, the relevant state law is Religion of Islam
(Perak) Enactment 2004, particularly Section
96(1) which requires the person converting to say in Arabic
the two clauses of the Affirmation of Faith
out of their own free will and with understanding of the
meaning "for a valid conversion" to Islam; and
Section 106(b) which says a child may convert if he is of
sound mind and his parent or guardian consents
in writing).

Short answer: Yes.



Unilateral conversion of children whose parent converted to Islam

IMPACT ON GENDER EQUALITY

3. Whether the mother and father (if both are still
surviving) must consent before a certificate of conversion
to Islam can be issued for a child from their civil marriage?

Short answer: Yes. Consent of both parents for conversion
is needed.

The certificates of conversion of Indira's children to Islam
are invalid because they were issued without Indira's
consent, which violated the Federal Constitution's Article
12(4) and Guardianship of Infants Act.



Respect Separation of Powers — Enforce Pronouncement of the
Federal Court in the Indira Gandhi Case Without Delay

Inspector General of Police (“IGP”) stating “I know where he (Indira’s ex-husband) is, so come forward and let’s resolve
this, and he can remain in the country where the children will receive complete education. Don’t hide anymore”.

Controversy still surrounds the status of the youngest child, Prasana Diksa, who was reported to have been abducted by
Muhammad Riduan Abdullah. It is also reported that Indira Gandhi has not had any contact with either her daughter, or
her ex-husband. It is in view of these facts, that the revelations by the IGP are startling and warrant immediate action.

It is not for the police in such cases to mediate between the enforcement of the decision of the Federal Court and the
parties of the case, or to strive for a “win-win” outcome to the case. It is imperative, within our constitutional scheme,
that the various branches of Government, and the agencies that constitute these branches, comply and act in
accordance with the pronouncements of such court orders. The separation of powers is designed to be a system of
checks and balances. Any act, on the part of any officer, contrary to the pronouncements of the decision of the court,
would create chaos and discord in society.
 
The Malaysian Bar therefore, calls on the IGP to carry out and enforce the pronouncement of the Federal Court in 2018,
and to pursue the immediate return of Prasana Diksa to her mother.
 
Abdul Fareed Abdul Gafoor
President
Malaysian Bar
3 February 2020



Unilateral conversion of children whose parent converted to Islam

IMPACT ON GENDER EQUALITY



Unilateral conversion of children whose parent converted to Islam

IMPACT ON GENDER EQUALITY

But cases such as Loh’s continue to occur, and
critics say authorities sometimes seem
reluctant to intervene for fear of being seen as
“un-Islamic”.

Loh said those who sided with her ex-husband’s
decision to convert the children from Hinduism
to Islam, and sought to keep them separated
from her, were not respecting the top court’s
decision.

“They are still putting obstacles before me —
why are they doing this?” she asked. “They are
stopping their children from being with their
mother.” Loh has a mixed background, with an
ethnic Chinese father and ethnic Indian mother.



Unilateral conversion of children by the State of Perlis
IMPACT ON GENDER EQUALITY

Perlis Mufti Mohd Asri Zainul Abidin
admitted that the state had unilaterally
converted Loh Siew Hong’s underage
children without her knowledge. According
to him, their father had brought the
children to be converted at the Perlis
Religious Department in July 2020 and
alleged that he didn’t know where their
mother was. Asri further stated that there
was no problem if the children wanted to
go back to their mother but they didn’t
want to do so.



Unilateral conversion of children by the State of Perlis
IMPACT ON GENDER EQUALITY

Perlis Religions Council has legal rights as intervener in
divorce petition between Loh Siew Hong and her ex-husband.

MAIPS lawyers stated that his client is responsibility to ensure
that the children have access to their rights and interests as
new relations after their conversion that was registered in
Perlis.

He said, MAIPs is not challenging the custody order that was
given to the mother, as the application to intervene is to
ensure that the welfare of the newly converted children is
looked after.

MAIPs is not a busy body but we have statutory responsibility
to ensure the care and welfare of Muslims, in this case where it
concerns underage children.

MAIPs’ appeal of the court’s decision to intervene in the
divorce petition will be heard in the Court of Appeal on
February 7, 2023.



Unilateral conversion of children by the State of Perlis
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Unilateral conversion of children by the State of Perlis
IMPACT ON GENDER EQUALITY



FREEDOM OF RELIGION
BORN TO MUSLIM FATHER AND BUDDHIST MOTHER (parents not married)



FREEDOM OF RELIGION
BORN TO MUSLIM CONVERT FATHER AND MUSLIM MOTHER



FREEDOM OF RELIGION
CONVERSION OF INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES TO ISLAM



Mentega Terbang
FILMS AND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF



Mentega Terbang
FILMS AND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF



FATWA AGAINST SIS - 2014 until present
 SIS Forum (Malaysia) and any individuals,

organisations or institutions that subscribe to
liberalism and religious pluralism are deviants

and have strayed from Islamic teachings.
 

Any publications that have elements of liberal
and religious plural thought should be banned

and seized.
 

The Malaysian Communications and Multimedia
Commission (MCMC) should block social media

sites that are in contravention of Islamic
teachings and Hukum Syarak.

 
Any individuals who subscribe to liberal and
religious plural thought should repent and

return to the path of Islam. 



FATWA AGAINST SIS - 2014 until present 



FATWA AGAINST SIS - 2023 

Leave Application at the Federal Court - 21 August 2023



CURRENT CHALLENGES

 
 

 

 

Efforts to expand syariah punishments in the name of elevating Syariah Courts and Islam, including through
reinterpreting the Federal Constitution that provides Islam as the religion of the Federation 

to mean that Malaysia is an Islamic state.
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